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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The references listed in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on January 
31, 2005 and February 08, 2007 has been considered by the examiner (see attached 
PTO-1 449 form). 

Drawings 

3. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-6, 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sie et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,240,359) in view of Fuller (U.S. Patent No. 5,818,512). 

Regarding claims 1 and 10, Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 
(120)) which can switch (see col. 7, lines 7-9, the remote control is used to switch to the 
selected channel) and receive a television broadcast and stream data (see col. 6, lines 
29-32, the set top box receives programs from the satellite dish), comprising: 

reproducing means (see fig 5 (524)) for reproducing the received stream data 
(see col. 6, lines 55-65); 

switching means for switching an input between an input from said reproducing 
means (program on television) and another input (prerecorded version) (see col. 21, 
lines 1-11); and 

communicating means for communicating (request) with a transmitting source 
(server) of said stream data (program) (see col. 2, lines 1 3-1 8), 

wherein in the case where said input is switched from the input from said 
reproducing means to said another input by said switching means during the 
reproduction of said stream data by said reproducing means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, 
line 8), 

in the case where said input is switched again from another input to an output 
from said reproducing means by said switching means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, line 8, 
switching can be done repeatedly from one input or channel to another). 
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However, Sie et al. fails to specifically discloses a stop request to stop 
transmission of said stream data is transmitted to the transmitting source of said stream 
data by said communicating means, and a start request to start the reproduction of said 
stream data from a position where the transmission of said stream data has been 
stopped is transmitted to said transmitting source of said stream data by said 
communicating means. 

Fuller discloses a stop request to stop transmission of said stream data is 
transmitted to the transmitting source (video server) of said stream data by said 
communicating means (see col. 15, lines 65- col. 16, line 3), and 

a start request to start the reproduction of said stream data from a position where 
the transmission of said stream data has been stopped is transmitted to said 
transmitting source of said stream data by said communicating means (see col. 15, 
lines 39-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Fuller for the advantage of going back to old channels 
at the point where the viewer left off. 

Regarding claim 2, Sie at al. and Fuller disclose everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 1). Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)) 
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input has been switched from the input from said reproducing means (program 
on television) to said and another input (prerecorded version) by said switching means 
(see col. 21, lines 1-11); 

wherein after said input had been switched from the input from said reproducing 
means to said another input by said switching means during the reproduction of said 
stream data by said reproducing means, in the case where said input was switched 
again from said another input to the input from said reproducing means by said 
switching means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, line 8, switching can be done repeatedly 
from one input or channel to another). 

Fuller discloses position information obtaining means (bookmark) for obtaining 
position information showing a position on said stream data which is reproduced by said 
reproducing means at a point of time (see col. 15, lines 39-47), 

said start request to start the reproduction of said stream data from the position 
based on said position information Obtained by said position information obtaining 
means is transmitted to said transmitting source of said stream data by said 
communicating means (see col. 16, lines 1-8), 

Regarding claim 3, Sie at al. and Fuller disclose everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 1). Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)) wherein 
the reception of the stream data and the transmission of said stop request (col. 15, line 
43) or said start request (see col. 16, line 7, reactivate) are executed by different 
communicating means (see col. 15, lines 39-col. 16, lines 12). 
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Regarding claim 4, Sie at al. and Fuller disclose everything claimed as applied 
above (see c/a/>77 1). Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)). 

Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, an address (unique 
address) of an apparatus (room terminal, 208) is transmitted together with said start 
request (see col. 14, lines 66-col. 16, line 12). 

Regarding claim 5, Sie at al. and Fuller disclose everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 7). Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)). 

Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, information of said 
transmitting source (col. 15, line 15, "channel 15") is transmitted together with said start 
request (see col. 15, lines 11 -col. 16, line 12). 

Regarding claim 6, Sie at al. and Fuller disclose everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 1). Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)). 

Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, information showing 
the stream data (program) is transmitted together with said start request (see col. 16, 
lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 11, Sie et al. discloses a stream distribution system for 
distributing stream data (see col. 6, lines 1-9) to a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)) 
which can switch (see col. 7, lines 7-9, the remote control is used to switch to the 
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selected channel) and receive (see col. 6, lines 29-32, the set top box receives 
programs from the satellite dish) a television broadcast and the stream data, 
comprising: 

a stream data server (transmission system, 108) for reproducing and transmitting 
(route) the stream data (see col. 5, lines 12-25); and 

the receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)) having reproducing means (see fig 5 
(524)) for receiving said stream data transmitted from said stream data server 
(transmission system, 108) and reproducing said received stream data (see col. 6, lines 
29-65), switching means for switching an input between an input from said reproducing 
means (program on television) and another input (prerecorded version) (see col. 21, 
lines 1-11), and 

communicating means for communicating (request) with said stream data server 
(see col. 2, lines 13-18), 

wherein in the case where said input is switched from the input from said 
reproducing means to said another input by said switching means during the 
reproduction of said stream data by said reproducing means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, 
line 8), 

in the case where said input is switched again from said another input to an input 
from said reproducing means by said switching means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, line 8, 
switching can be done repeatedly from one input or channel to another). 
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However, Sie et al. fails to specifically disclose said receiving apparatus 
transmits a stop request to stop the transmission of said stream data to said stream 
data server by said communicating means, 

said stream data server stops the transmission of said stream data by said 
stream data server in accordance with said stop request, 

said receiving apparatus transmits a start request to start the reproduction of said 
stream data from a position where the transmission of said stream data has been 
stopped to said stream data server by said communicating means, and 

said stream data server reproduces said stream data from the position where the 
transmission of said stream data has been stopped and transmits said stream data to 
said receiving apparatus in accordance with said start request. 

Fuller discloses said receiving apparatus transmits a stop request to stop the 
transmission of said stream data to said stream data server by said communicating 
means (see col. 15, lines 65- col. 16, line 3), 

said stream data server stops the transmission of said stream data by said . 
stream data server in accordance with said stop request (see col. 15, lines 65-col. 16, 
lines 1), 

said receiving apparatus transmits a start request to start the reproduction of said 
stream data from a position where the transmission of said stream data has been 
stopped to said stream data server by said communicating means (see col. 15, lines 39-. 
56), and 
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said stream data server reproduces said stream data from the position where the 
transmission of said stream data has been stopped and transmits said stream data to 
said receiving apparatus in accordance with said start request (see col. 16, lines 1-8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Fuller for the advantage of going back to old channels 
at the point where the viewer left off. 

Regarding claim 12, Sie at al. and Fuller disclose everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 11). Sie et al. discloses a stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 
1-9) wherein the reception of the stream data from said stream data server and the 
transmission of said stop request (col. 15, line 43) or said start request (see col. 16, line 
7, reactivate) to said stream data server are executed by different communicating 
means (see col. 15, lines 39-col. 16, lines 12). 

Regarding claim 13, Sie at al. and Fuller disclose everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 11). Sie et al. discloses a stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 
1-9). 

Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, an address (unique 
address) of an apparatus (room terminal, 208) is transmitted together with said start 
request (see col. 14, lines 66-col. 16, line 12). 
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Regarding claim 14, Sie at al. and Fuller disclose everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 11). Sie et al. discloses a stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 
1-9). 

Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, information showing 
said stream data server (col. 15, line 15, "channel 15") is transmitted together with said 
start request (see col. 15, lines 11 -col. 16, line 12). 

Regarding claim 15, Sie at al. and Fuller disclose everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 11). Sie et al. discloses a stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 
1-9). 

Fuller discloses in the case of transmitting said start request, information showing 
the stream data (program) is transmitted together with said start request (see col. 16, 
lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 16, Sie et al. and Fuller discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 11). Sie et al. discloses a stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 
1-9 and fig 4 (408)) and receiving apparatus (see fig 4 (120)), 

input has been switched from the input from said reproducing means to said 
another input by said switching means, and after said input had been switched from the 
input from said reproducing means to said another input by said switching means during 
the reproduction of said stream data by said reproducing means, in the case where said 
input was switched again from said another input to the input from said reproducing 
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means by said switching means (see col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, line 8, switching can be 
done repeatedly from one input or channel to another), 

Fuller discloses position information showing a position on said stream data 
which is reproduced by said reproducing means (see col. 15, lines 39-47), 

start request to start the reproduction of said stream data from the position based 
on said position information obtained by said position information obtaining means is 
transmitted to said stream data server by said communicating means (see col. 16, lines 
1-8). 

6. Claims 7-9 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sie et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,240,359) and Fuller (U.S. Patent No. 
5,818,512) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Bendinelli et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,792,618). 

Regarding claim 7, Sie et al. and Fuller discloses everything claimed as applied 
above {see claim 1). 

Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)). 
Fuller et al. discloses said start request is transmitted to said selected 
transmitting source by said communicating means (see col. 16, lines 3-8). 

However, Sie et al. and Fuller fail to specifically disclose history 
storing means for storing information of said transmitting source of said 
stream data reproduced by said reproducing means as a history, and 

wherein if the input is switched by said switching means during the reproduction 
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of said stream data by said reproducing means, said transmitting source is selected 
from said history storing means in accordance with the switching of said input by said 
switching means. 

Bendinelli et al. discloses history storing means (memory, 20) for storing 
information of said transmitting source of said stream data reproduced by said 
reproducing means as a history (see col. 4, lines 15-43), and 

wherein if the input is switched by said switching means during the reproduction 
of said stream data by said reproducing means, said transmitting source is selected 
from said history storing means in accordance with the switching of said input by said 
switching means (col. 5, lines 32-col. 6, line 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al. and Fuller's invention with the 
above mentioned limitation as taught by Bendinelli et al. for the analysis of the use of 
contents displayed. 

Regarding claim 8, Sie et al., Fuller and Bendinelli et al. discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 7). 

Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)). 

Bendinelli et al. discloses a URL of said transmitting source has been stored in 
said history (see col. 2, lines 4-9). 

Regarding claim 9, Sie et al., Fuller and Bendinelli et al. discloses everything 



Application/Control Number: Page 13 

10/522,922 

Art Unit: 2623 

claimed as applied above (see claim 7). 

Sie et al. discloses a receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)). 

Bendinelli et al. discloses URLs of the streams stored in said transmitting source 
have been stored in said history, respectively (see col. 2, lines 1-9). 

Regarding claim 17, Sie et al. and Fuller discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 11). 

Sie et al. discloses a stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 1-9) and a 
receiving apparatus (see fig 5 (120)). 

Fuller et al. discloses said start request is transmitted to said selected 
transmitting source by said communicating means (see col. 16, lines 3-8). 

However, Sie et al. and Fuller fail to specifically disclose history 
storing means for storing information, as a history, of said stream data server which 
transmitted said stream data reproduced by said reproducing means, and 

if the input is switched by said switching means during the reproduction 
of said stream data by said reproducing means, said stream data server is selected 
from said history storing means in accordance with the switching of said input by said 
"switching means. 

Bendinelli et al. discloses history storing means (memory, 20) for storing 
information, as a history, of said stream data server which transmitted said stream 
data reproduced by said reproducing means (see col. 4, lines 15-43), and 

if the input is switched by said switching means during the reproduction 
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of said stream data by said reproducing means, said stream data server is selected 
from said history storing means in accordance with the switching of said input by said 
switching means (col. 5, lines 32-col. 6, line 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Sie et al. and Fuller's invention with the 
above mentioned limitation as taught by Bendinelli et al. for the analysis of the use of 
contents displayed. 

Regarding claim 18, Sie et al., Fuller and Bendinelli et al. discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 17). 

Sie et al. discloses a stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 1-9). 

Bendinelli et al. discloses a URL of said transmitting source has been stored in 
said history (see col. 2, lines 4-9). 

Regarding claim 19, Sie et al., Fuller and Bendinelli et al. discloses everything 
claimed as applied above (see claim 17). 

Sie et al. discloses a stream distribution system (see col. 6, lines 1-9). 
Bendinelli et al. discloses URLs of the streams stored in said transmitting source 
have been stored in said history, respectively (see col. 2, lines 1-9). 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 
7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Moeller et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,828,370) discloses a display unit with graphical 
icon such as a slider bar to indicate a desire to "jump" to a different location in the movie 
or video stream (see abstract). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nnenna N. Ekpo whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1663. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM-5:00 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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